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An Observation of Taiwan's Population
Distribution at the County Level from
1897-2010

Mau-Shan Shi® Chien-Heng Chen™ Yen-Hao Huang™

Abstract

This paper seeks to examine Taiwan's long-term trend in population
distribution using the twenty-three-county (hsien) population statistical
database from 1897 to 2010, in the hope of aiding any current studies
regarding population. The information presented in this paper covers the
time span from the Japanese Colonial Period to Early Nationalist Rule in
China, providing the rise and fall of county population in Taiwan. That said,
this paper can also be of reference for related studies. From records of city
and county population ranking, this paper finds the trend in city with largest
population developing from south-to-mid and mid-to-north of Taiwan. And
from long-term population statistics, this paper finds that from the Japanese
Colonial Period to this day, before WWII, the majority of the Taiwanese
population changed from migrating northward during Early Japanese Rule,
to migrating south during Late Japanese Rule. Then, settling at a steady
trend of migrating northward occurred after WWII. In addition, the city with
largest population has changed three times in history: first, Changhua
County surpassed Tainan County; second, Taipei City outgrew Changhua
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County; and lastly, Taipei County replaced Taipei City as the largest. Yet,
keep in mind that each transition matches a different national population

distribution.

Keywords: population density, population distribution
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