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A Study of the Context of Traditional
Goldsmiths in Tainan City’s Central

Region in the Early Japanese Occupation
Period

I-Chun Chen” Shang-Chia Chiou

Abstract

The booming metal craft industry in Tainan dates back to the period
when Taiwan was under the Qing dynasty’s rule. Back then, trading
activities of gold and silver mainly congregated in contemporary Tainan
City’s central region . This study is based on the household registration book
data, as generated from the first population census in the early Japanese
occupation period between October 1905 and 1914. Historical methods are
employed as auxiliary methods to explore the booming metal craft industry,
the demographic composition of goldsmiths, settlements of goldsmiths,
relationships between goldsmiths, and the ancestry of craftsmanship in
Tainan’s most populous commercial district “Cross Avenue” (the current
Tainan City’s central region). Based on the research results, analysis was
performed to determine the impacts of the then thriving commercial ports,
the economy, people’s habits, and migrants in the metal craft industry.

As revealed by the research results, in the early Japanese occupation
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period, local Taiwanese goldsmiths were the major goldsmith group in
Tainan City’s central region, accounting for 93.7% of the entire goldsmith
population. In particular, the largest percentage (85%) of goldsmiths resided
in the modern-day Tainan City, as for the goldsmith in Japan and Mainland
China, there was only 6.3%. In the early Japanese occupation period, several
settlements of goldsmiths were formed in Tainan City’s central region. In
particular, Bamboo Street, which was neighboring “Cross Avenue,” was
the highly concentrated zone for goldsmiths, followed by the region with a
plethora of temple establishments. Most goldsmiths in Taiwan were either
people from lineal or collateral relatives, landlord and tenant, or owner
and apprentice, and the relationship of “coexisting” between Taiwanese
and Chinese goldsmiths emerged owing to this occupation. Apparently,
inheritance of the goldsmith skill was based on the bond between master
and apprentice, relatives or clans. Other than Taiwanese predecessors’ habits
in everyday life, why the expensive metal craft industry has continued for
over a century can be attributed to flourishing commercial ports, thriving
economic development, and an extravagant and affluent atmosphere among
residents, all of which were important sources of momentum for the metal

craft industry’s century-long foundations in Tainan.

Keywords: the Japanese occupation period, household registration book,

Tainan City’s central region, traditional metalsmith
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