J. of Population Studies, No.16
Pp.29-52, July 1994
Taipei: Population Studies Center, NTU

The Determinants of Satisfaction with Living
Arrangements for the Elderly in Taiwan

»®
Chaonan Chen
I. Introduction

In the last decade, a rapid increase in the proportion of one-person
and two-person families among the elderly has been observed in the
developing countries (Lo, 1987; Martin, 1989; Chen & Speare, 1990).
Changes in this regard, raise questions about the determinants of the
elderly’s living arrangements, and consequences both for individuals and
the country as a whole. One of the deep concerns is whether the increase
reflects a change in normative desirability or is simply a result of
structural changes. As a consequence, the former implies the deterioraton
of filial piety and is the most worrisome.

Although both of them have an impact at the country level, the focal
point of this paper is whether the two types of determinants have
differential consequences at the individual level. It seems safe to assume
that an increase in the proportion of the elderly living apart from their
children being accompanied by relevant normative support will not
increase the proportion of elderly who are dissatisfied with their living
arrangements. On the other hand, we suspect a change aroused by
structural alteration but without a change in the societal norm to favor
independent living resulting in the elderly’s dissatisfaction with living

apart from their children.
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II. Literature Review

It has been reported that most American elderly have chosen to live
apart--that is, live alone or with their spouse only (Berosford & Rivlin,
1966). The major reason for this choice is to avoid sources of potential
friction in intergenerational living, including lifestyle differences,
conflicts over authority or household division of labor, and the irritating
boisterousness of grandchildren (Lopata, 1973). Therefore, an ideal
arrangement for the aged is to maintain an independent household not
far from married children, or to maintain both their own homes and
involvement with kin. This pattern of arrangement is aptly characterized
as "intimacy at a distance" (Michael, Fuchs, & Scott, 1980).

A trend toward a smaller and more private household has also been
observed in the United States (Laslett, 1973 ). For the aged, two types of
reasons have been attributed to this change. One is the rising income
permitting the old to purchase desired privacy in housing (Michael,
Fuchs, & Scott, 1980). The other is the decline of fertility and mortality
(Kobrin, 1976). The former has limited the numbers of grown offspring
with whom housing might be shared. The latter has prolonged both the
periods of an "empty-nest” and widowhood.

In brief, the review of literature suggests that the increase of
elderly’s living apart in the United States is determined by structural
change and supported by the social norm. According to our hypothesis,
the elderly would not suffer from living apart in such kind of
circumstances. Based on the studies of Shana (n.d) and Murray (1973),
Treas (1975: 96 ), concluded that "there is nothing to indicate that the
morale of old people suffer from private living arrangement.” Shana’s
study indicated that in 1975, older married women living with children
were about as likely to report themselves as "often lonely" as were their

counterparts living alone (Shanas, n.d. Table 8-12A). Similarly, Murray
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(1973) found that those married men and single women living with kin
were actually less likely to report themselves "happy.”

Taiwan’s situation is rather different from that of the United States.
Although Taiwan has also experienced a rapid increase in the proportion
of the elderly living apart, its norm in regard to family structure
remains unchanged. Previous research pointed out that to co-reside with
children remained the norm of the elderly (Greenhalgh, 1984; Speare,
1978; DGBAS, 1982; Wei and Reischel, 1987). The proportion of stem
households remained unchanged, but there was a steady trend toward
nuclear households resulting from the breakup of joint-stem and joint
units. (Freedman et al, 1978; 1982; Lai and Chen, 1980; Weinstein et al,
1990; Chi, 1991). The observed increase of elderly’s living apart is simply
a result of structural change. It has been suggested that there were four
mechanisms responsible for the increase. They were differential mortality,
differential attitude toward living arrangement, selectivity of 1950’s
migration from mainland China, and selectivity of migration in the 1980’s
(Chen & Speare, 1990). It implies that the increase of elderly’s living
apart in Taiwan was mainly determined by structural change rather than
normative change. We thus suspect that a substantial proportion of the
elderly may suffer from living apart under such circumstances.

In this paper, one of our foci is to find out differentials in
satisfaction with the current living arrangement for the aged. Moreover,
we feel it is more fundamental to know the determinants of satisfaction
with the current living arrangement. Here we assume that satisfaction
with the current living arrangement reflects a rational evaluation over
factors in choosing living arrangement. Therefore, a review of literature
in determinants of living arrangement for the aged is helpful.

Kobrin and Goldscheider (1982) proposes that there are three sets of
constraints on residential arrangements for the elderly. They are
demographic availability, economic feasibility and normative desirability. A

similar but more extensive suggestion is made by Soldo (1981). She
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suggests "living arrangements at the older ages are appropriately
conceptualized as the outcome of a complex process involving
socio-demographic, psychological, economic, and health-related character-
isticse. The relationships among these factors is circumscribed by the
specific societal context in which aging occurs” (Soldo, 1981: 495). It
seems to us that the constraints or characteristics imply differential
rational needs. When basic needs are fulfilled, the elderly will be
satisfied with their living arrangements. In other words, we feel that for
the elderly the choice of living arrangement is not limited to the
fulfillment of their housing need. Rather, it must meet their daily living
needs. In the context of a modern Chinese society we assume that the
basic living needs for the elderly includes economic security, health

status, and kin companionship.

III. Method and Data

The conceptual frame for this study is derived from the literature
review stated above and shown in Figure 1. In Figure 1, the outer
frame noted with "specific cultural situation” indicates that it is not a
general model. The degree of satisfaction with living arrangement may
vary with a cluster of factors associated with the tradition of the society
and its stage of economic development. The relevant cultural features of
Taiwan society in the late 1980s can be briefly summarized as follows. It
has been experienced a rapid economic development in the past three
decades. Meanwhile population transition has been completed. As a
consequence, there are drastic structural change and attitudinal change in
living arrangements for the elderly among different cohorts. The
proportion of the elderly aged 65 and above who live either alone or with
their spouse only has increased from 8.97% in 1976 (Lo, 1987) to 33.22%
in 1991 (DGBAS, 1992). Nevertheless, there was a discrepancy between
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Figure 1: Hypothetical Determinants of Satisfaction with Living
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ideal and actual living arrangement. In 1991, only 21.36% of the elderly
take living alone or with their spouse only as an ideal living arrangement
(DGBAS, 1992). But to live apart from children in later life stage is
becoming more salient among the younger generation. It has been shown
that there was a sharp decline in expecting to live with sons in old age
among married wives aged 20-39. The proportion decreased from 94% in
1965 to 54% in 1973 (Coombs and Sun, 1981). The trend of declining was
continued in the first half of the 1980s. The proportion of not expecting
to live with adult children in old age increased from 15% in 1980 to 32%
in 1986 (Chang, 1988). Their favorable attitude toward living apart may
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have influence on their interaction with their aged parents and their
satisfaction with living arrangement.

Under the specific cultural situation, we suppose that there is a
substantial proportion of the elderly being unsatisfied with their living
arrangement. The feeling is affected by two types of factors. One is
fulfillment of basic living needs. It can be further divided into three
sub-dimensions, i.e. kin-companionship, economic security and health care.
The other is socio-demographic characteristics of the elderly. Here, they
are mainly taken as indicators of elderly’s attitude toward living
arrangement.

The primary source of data for this study is from the December
round of the Monthly Labor Force Survey conducted by the
Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting, and Statistics (DGBAS) in
Taiwan in 1988. The survey is intended to be representative of the
non-institutional population aged 15 and above in Taiwan and involves a
two stage stratified sample design. In the first stage, village level units
(with the surname of Tsun or Li) were selected from a list stratified
according to degree of wurbanization and industrial composition, as
indicated in the household registration data. In the second stage,
households were systematically selected within the sample Tsun’s and Li’s.
In total 515 Tsuns or Lis and about 18,600 households were selected,
which is equivalent to an overall sampling fraction of 4 per thousand
(DGBAS, 1989).

In this survey, subjects are divided into four groups by age, i.e.
15-24, 25-49, 50-64 and 65 and above. Each group is addressed with
different questions in order to provide information for policy planning in
education, vocational training and welfare for the elderly. In this study,
only those aged 65 and above are selected for analysis. In total, there
are 5,046 cases interviewed. Each of them has been given a weight which
enables the sample population to be inflated to the total population of

Taiwan. These weights were adjusted to match the population by age and
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sex as recorded in the household registers (DGBAS, 1989). Throughout
this paper, weighted results will be presented with the only exception in
logit analysis. Therefore, it is important to check the representatives of
the sample.

As shown in Table 1, 52.3% of the sampled elderly are male which do
not significantly differ from the household registration data for Taiwan
Area. However, significant differences are observed for the distributions
of age and education. The sample consists of 72.2% of cases aged 65-74
which is 1.5% greater than its counterpart for the Taiwan Area.
Nevertheless, we find that age has no significant influence on the
proportion of being satisfied with current living arrangement (see Table

2). On the other hand, the sample has a greater proportion in the two

Table 1 : Test of differences between study sample
and household registration data

Sample Taiwan area Chi-square
Sex
Male 2,640 602,869
(52.3) (52.8) .42
Female 2,406 538,878
(47.7) (47.2)
Age
65-74 3,643 806,794
(72.2) (70.7) 5.70+
75+ 1,403 334,953
(27.8) (29.3)
Education
No formal 2,834 596,335
(56.2) (52.2)
Primary 1,396 351,671
(27.7) (30.8) 84,96+
Junior hi. 301 73,062
(6.0) (6.4)
Senior hi. 255 77,963
(5.0) (6.8)
College+ 260 42,716
(5.2) (3.8)

« Significant at .05 level.
*« Significant at .01 level.
Source: 1988 December round labor force survey.
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Table 2: Characteristics and proportion of being satisfied
with living arrangement for elderly in Taiwan

Distribution Satisfaction Distribution Satisfaction
Age Living arrangement
65-74 72.5 74.9 Alone 13.7 48.3
75+ 27.5 74.0 With spouse 15.0 65.2
Total 100.0 74.6 With children 67.9 82.8
N 1,143,289 854,388 Vith others 3.4 59.6
Chi-square --- 2 () Total 100.0 74.6
N 1,143,289 653,388
Chi-square --- 345.8 (2)+-
Sex Health
Male 52.8 74 .8 Good 62.7 79 .1
Female 47.2 74 .4 Fair 31.8 67.9
Total 100.0 74.6 Poor 5.4 62.8
N 1,143,289 853,388 Total 100.0 74.6
Chi-square --- 04 (1) N 1,143,289 853,388
Chi-square -—- 80.5 (2)e+
Marital status Living cost
Single 4.5 50.6 Self 34.9 72.5
Married 56.4 78.1 Children 61.8 77.7
Divorce 2.0 61.3 Others 3.3 40 .4
Vidow 371 73.0 Total 100.0 74.6
Total 100.0 74.6 \ 1,143,289 853,388
N 1,143,289 853,388 Chi-square --- 126.6 (2)++
Chi-square -—-—- 93.2 (3)=-
Education Household size
No formal 55 .4 73.6 1 13.7 52.9
Primary 27.5 74.3 2 20.8 67.5
Junior hi. 6.2 73 .4 3+ 65.5 81.5
Senior hi. 5.2 80.5 Total 100.0 74.6
College~ 5.7 82.6 N 1,143,289 853,388
Total 100.0 74.6 Chi-square --- 270.9 (2)+»
N 1,143,289 853,388
Chi-square -—= S5 (4)-

*+ Significant at

01 Tevel.

The Chi-square values are calculated with unweighted case numbers.
Figures in parentheses are degrees of freedon.

Source:

1988 December round labor force survey.
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extreme educational categories, no formal and college and above. The
difference, however, is offset to a certain degree by the fact that there
is a positive relationship between education and satisfaction of living
arrangement (see Table 2). The negative effect of lower education on
satisfaction with living arrangement is cancelled by the positive effect of
higher education. It thus reduces the bias in the estimation of overall

proportion of satisfaction with living arrangement for the Taiwan Area.

IV. Differentials in Satisfaction of Living Arrangement

Table 2 shows the distributions of the weighted sample by selected
characteristics and proportions of being satisfied with current living
arrangement for each of the sub-categories. The Chi-square values indicate
if there are differences in the distributions of satisfaction between
sub-categories. We find that age and sex do not have an influence on
satisfaction with living arrangement, but other characteristics do have.

When the sample is weighted to inflate to total elderly in the Taiwan
Area, we find that slightly over one-half of them are married and
another one-third are widows or widowers. These two groups have greater
proportions satisfied than the single and divorced groups. In total, 74.6%
of the elderly feel satisfied. For the single category, the proportion is as
low as 50.6% (see Table 2). As mentioned above, education has a positive
effect on attitude toward current living arrangements. About 80% of
elderly with senior high school and above are satisfied with their current
living arrangement. However, the overwhelming majority of the elderly
have junior high school or less education. Their overall proportions of
being satisfied are thus close to 74.6%.

Table 2 indicates that about two-thirds of the elderly currently live
with their children (spouse included). Those living alone and with spouse
account for 13.7% and 15.0%, respectively. And only a small proportion

live with others. It also shows living with children is much preferred. Of
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them 83% feel satisfied with the arrangement. Those living with spouse
ranks second. Among them, 65.2% are satisfied. The proportions for those
living with others and alone are 59.6% and 48.3%, respectively.

Generally speaking, the majority of the elderly in Taiwan are in good
shape. 62% of the sample report that they are in good health and rarely
get sick. Another 31.8% indicate their health condition is fair and they do
not need assistance in daily activities. Only 5.4% of elderly suffer from
some chronic diseases, such as stroke, malignant tumor, heart disease
and senile dementia, and need assistance in daily activities. We find that
health condition does have an influence on satisfaction of living
arrangement. 79.1% of those elderly in good health feel satisfied. For
those in a fair or poor health status, the proportion declines to some 60%
only.

In Taiwan, most elderly are still supported by their children. 61.8%
of the sample report that their living cost in the last three months came
from their children. Meanwhile 34.9% of the elderly support themselves
and only 3.3% rely on others. It is interesting to note that those
supported by children have a slightly greater proportion of being satisfied
with their current living arrangement than those supported by themselves
(77.7% & 72.5%). On the other hand, only 40.4% of the elderly who are
supported by others feel satisfied.

Of household size, a majority (65.5%) of the sample live in household
with three or more persons. This group has the largest proportion (81.5%)
satisfied with their living arrangement. Those who live in a one-person
and two-persons household account for 13.7% and 20.8%, respectively.
Their proportions of being satisfied are as low as 52.9% and 67.5%,
respectively.

In brief, we find the satisfaction of living arrangement may vary in
terms of marital status, education, living arrangement, health status,
source of living cost and household size. Since living arrangement is

directly related to the satisfaction of living arrangement, it is controlled
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in this study to examine the effects of other variables and the results
are shown in Table 3. We find that companionship is highly valued by the
elderly in Taiwan and living with children is much preferred. As a
whole, 83% of those elderly living with children are satisfied. When other
factors are added, the lower end of the proportions is 72%, and the
other extreme is as high as 91% (see Table 3). Of those living with their
spouse, the satisfied proportion ranks second (65%) to those living with
offspring. It may vary between 43% and 86%, when other factors are
controlled. For those living with others, its overall ratio is 60%. It varies
from 46% to 72%, when other factors are simultaneously considered.
About one-half of the elderly are satisfied, when they have companions
in the household.

On the other hand, the elderly who live alone are more sensitive to
the shortage of other needs. It seems that economic security is crucial for
the feeling of satisfaction for the elderly. For instance, those elderly who
economically rely on others have a very low proportion of being satisfied
with current living arrangements (22%). It is also interesting to note that,
in fact, the elderly prefer economic independence. Of the elderly who are
economically independent, they feel slightly better than those who must
rely on their children (63% vs. 50%). This observation is also true for
those elderly living with others. Among those living with spouse and
others, the proportions of being satisfied are 68% vs. 62% and 71% vs.
52% for with or without economic independence, respectively. But there is
no difference between the counterpart proportions of those elderly living
with children.

The effect of health on those living alone is also very striking.
Those elderly with fair health has a very low proportion satisfied with
their living arrangements (35%). On the other hand, the elderly living
with children still has a rather high proportion satisfied (70%), when they

are in poor health status.
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Table 3: Proportion of being satisfied with current
living arrangement by living arrangement and
other characteristics

Living Arrangement

[Alone] [With spouse] [With children] [With others]

Source of living cost

Self b3 .68 .83 !
(80,993) (99,798) (201,502) (16,464)
Children .50 .62 .83 .92
(58,598) (68,668) (568,896) (10,598)
Others .22 --. .12 .50
(17,352) -- ( 5,711) (11,858)
Health
Good .55 .13 .86 72
(105,041) (106,307) (485,310) (20,330)
Fair .35 .54 .79 .46
( 49,592) ( 56,113) (243,854) (14,574)
Poor -= .43 .70 -~
-- ( 8,897) ( 46,945) --
Marital status
Single .45 -- -— .51
(35,458) -- -= (11,844)
Married .60 .65 .85 .63
(34,914) (169,326) (430,402) (10,695)
Divorce .44 ~-v .82 -
(11,754) -- ( 10,081) --
¥idow .45 -- .80 .65
(74,817) -- (331,516) (16,062)
Degree
Junier .46 .61 .82 .56
high (134,675) (135,076) (716,567) (32,434)
Senior .94 .16 .91 -
high ( 10,105) ( 14,590) ( 32,347) --
College+ .65 .86 .88 -
(12,163) ( 21,651) ( 27,195) --
Total 48 65 .83 .60
(156,943) (171,317) (776,109) (38,920)

Figures in parentheses are weighted case numbers.
*Unweighted case number is less than 20.
Source: 1988 December round labor force survey.
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The effect of marital status is less striking. Those elderly who live
alone and are not currently married have a moderate proportion satisfied
(45%). Meanwhile, more than 63% of the married elderly are satisfied,
regardless of their living arrangements, and this is also true for the
effect of education. Those living alone and with a junior high or less
education also have a moderate proportion feeling satisfied (46%).

Before we go further into examining the effects of those
characteristics with more variables controlled, we would like to know who
are satisfied with living alone. We suppose that as a society proceeds
along the road of modernization, a substantial proportion of its people
may become Westernized. It must be especially true for those with a
higher social status and they may prefer independent living when they
get old.

Table 4 shows the comparisons between those elderly satisfied with
living alone and the total elderly sample. We find that the former
consists of more young-old (i.e. age 65-74), male, unmarried, and better
educated elderly. It also has a greater proportion in good health. The
proportion of being economically independent is also larger.

In the near future, we expect the proportion of elderly living alone
to decrease as those elderly who moved from mainland China in the
1950’s and had remained single become fewer and fewer. On the other
hand, the proportion of elderly living with their spouse shall increase
with the increase of life expectancy and migration selectivity in the
1980’s. Therefore, it is also important to know the characteristics of those
elderly who are living with their spouse and are satisfied with the living
arrangement. Similarly we find that they differ from the elderly as a
whole in many aspects. They are younger, married, with more males,
and better educated (see Table 4). The proportions of being economically
independent and healthy are greater too.

We are also interested in knowing the difference between those living

with their spouse and those living alone. We wonder if those living with



42

Table 4: Test of differences between those elderly who are
satisfied with living alone and with spouse and
total elderly

Satisfied & living Total Satisfied & living Total
(Alone] [With spouse] sample [Alone] [With spouse] sample
(1) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3
Age Education
65-74 178.1 82.4 72.2 Junior-hi.82.2 75.3 89.8
75+ 21.9 17.6 27.8 Senior-hi. 7.4 9.6 5.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 College+ 10.4 15.1 5.1
N 338 511 5,045 Total 100.0  100.0 100.0
Chi-square $: (1/2) 2.6(1) N 338 511 5,045
(173) 5.6(1)= Chi-square $: (1/2) 6.6(2)
(2/3) 24.2(1)= (1/3) 21.2(2)s-
(2/3) 103.5(2)>"
Sex Health
Male 65.7 63.0 52.3 Good 76.3 70.8 63.1
Female 34.3 37.0 47.7 Fair 231 25.4 31.
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 Poor 0.6 3.7 5.
N 338 511 5,045 Total 100.0  100.0 100.0
Chi-square $: (1/2) 0.5(1) N 338 511 5,045
(1/3) 22.8(1)=~ Chi-square $: (1/2) 3.0(1)
(2/3) 21.7(1)=~ (1/3) 9.7(1)=*a
(2/3) 12.7(1)=~
Marital status Living cost
Single 21.3 -- 4.6 Self 56.2 59.5 34.9
Married 27.5 98.6 55.8 Children 38.8 39.1 61.7
Divorce 7.4 0.2 1.9 Others 5.0 1.4 3.4
Vidow 43.8 1.2 37.8 Total 100.0  100.0 100.
Total 100.0  100.0 100.0 M 338 511 5,045
N 338 511 5,045 Chi-square $: (1/2) 9.7(2)+
Chi-square S: (1/2) 495.4(1)++ (1/3) 70.0(2)++
(1/3) 250.0(3)=+ (2/3) 127.0(2) =+

(2/3) 354.6(1)=-

«. Significant at .01 level; «= Significant at .025 level.

a. Based on a 2x2 table.

$. (1/2) indicates comparison between distributions 1&2;
(1/3) between 1&3; and (2/3) between 2&3.

Figures in parentheses are degrees of freedom.

Source: 1988 December round labor force survey.
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their spouse are composed mainly of those elderly in the empty-nest
stage, while those living alone are in the widowhood stage. Thus, living
alone is perhaps merely an extension of living with their spouse. If this
is true, we suppose those living with their spouse must be younger and
have a higher proportion of males. However, Chi-square tests show that
there are no differences between the two groups with the exception of
marital status, and education. Our failure in observing differences in sex
and age distributions is probably due to the contamination effect caused
by selectivity of migration from mainland China in the 1950’s. In the
next section, we will check to see if those who feel satisfied all have

more modernized characteristics.

V. Determinants of Satisfaction with Living
Arrangement

In order to assess the effect of the determinants of satisfaction with
living arrangements, a series of logit analyses have been performed. In
the analyses, the dependent variable is the satisfaction of the living
arrangements. Those elderly who feel satisfied are assigned a code of 1;
if not, they are assigned a code of 0. Based on the conceptual frame
stated above, seven explanatory variables are selected to be included in
the models. The variable of "living arrangement” is chosen to indicate kin
companionship. Several ways of coding are tried in different models to
reflect different types of kin companionship. "Source of living cost” is to
indicate the fulfillment of economic needs. The elderly who rely on social
welfare or sources other than their family members are considered as in
short of economic security. On the other hand, the economic need of the
elderly are met, if they are supported by their children, spouse oOr
themselves. The third need regarding health is rather difficult to
measure. Here a self-rated health status is taken as its proxy. When an

elderly is in good shape, we suppose his health need is met. On the
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contrary, both elderly who are disabled and need assistance from others
and who are not disabled but suffer from chronic diseases are taken as
in need of health care. In addition, four demographic variables, i.e. age,
sex, marital status and education, are alternatively included in the
models. The seven independent variables are all dichotomized. Code 1 is
assigned to those elderly who live with children, are in good health,
supported by their children or themselves, married, male, with an
educational attainment of senior high school or above , and age 65 to 74.
The elderly with other characteristics are given a code of 0.

Results of the logit analyses are shown in Table 5. In model 1,
"living arrangement” is divided into two types. One is living with
children; and the other, not living with children. We find that living
arrangements, health, source of living cost, education, and marital
status have significant effects on being satisfied with living
arrangements, when other variables are controlled. It is also noted that
living arrangements have the largest coefficient or are the most
influential in attitude towards living arrangements. The coefficients for
sources of living costs and health status rank second and third. These
results support our hypothesis that fulfillment of basic living needs for
the elderly including economic security, good health, and kin
companionship, is critical for their feeling towards living arrangements.

Although marital status and education are less influential, they play
a supplementary role to the elderly’s feeling toward living arrangements.
According to the results not reported here, we find that when either the
variables of marital status or education are added to the basic model
which includes the factors of living arrangements, health status, and
source of living costs, their likelihood ratio Chi-squares become significant
at the .05 level. Here, we suppose that better education implies a more
modernized attitude towards independent living and being married
indicates the companionship of their spouse. We are inclined to conclude

that in addition to the information about fulfillment of basic living



Table 5: Results of logit analysis about satisfaction

with living arrangement by elderly in Taiwan

model 1 model 2 model 3 model 4
Constant -.36 -.15 .21 -.36
(-7.71) (-2.55) (3.69) (-7.63)
Living arrangement .33 -- -- .32
(17.90) -- - (17.70)
Living alone -- -.33 - .40 --
- (-17.99) (-16.77) --
Living with - -- -.27 --
spouse -= -- (-10.81) ~-
Living with -- -.13 -.20 --
others -- (-2.55) (-4.42) --
Health status 15 .15 .16 15
(8.46) (8.66) (8.87) (8.42)
Source of .18 25 .20 .18
living cost (4.24) (5.60) (4.52) (4.20)
Marital status .09 .10 .06 .09
(5.17) (5.61) (2.74) (5.10)
Education .14 (13 .14 .14
(5.36) (5.12) (5.38) (5.38)
Sex -- -- -- -.01
-- -= -- (-.59)
Age -- -- -~ .00
-- -- -- (.16)
Likelihood ratio
Chi-square 57.85 78.80 84.69 128.42
d.f. 26 38 476 g5
P 001 001 001 013
N 5,045 5,045 5,045 5,045

Code 1 is assigned to each dummy variable as follows:

living arrangement: iiving with children; health status:
good health; source of living cost: children or selves;
education: senior high+; marital status: married; sex:
male; age: 65-74; living alone: living alone; living
with spouse: living with spouse; living with others:
living with others.

Figures in parentheses are z scores.

Source: 1988 December round labor force survey.

. Including living alone and with spouse.

s» With empty categories, the d.f. may not be correct.

45
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needs, the inclusion of either spouse companionship or an attitude
towards independent living will enable us to predict the elderly’s response
to their living arrangements with confidence.

In model 4, the variables of sex and age are added. We find that
they do not have significant effects on satisfaction of living arrangements
for the elderly. The coefficients for other variables remain unchanged.

Still we are interested in knowing the effects of different types of
living arrangements. Thus, living arrangements is recorded in two
different ways. In model 2, two dummy variables are created. One is
entitled "living apart,” but placed in the position for living alone. We
assign code 1 to those elderly living alone or with their spouse; otherwise
code 0. The other is entitled "living with others;" we give code 1 to those
living with others, and otherwise code 0. In other words, the reference
group for the two dummy variables are those who are living with
children. We find that both of them have negative effects on the
elderly’s response towards living arrangements. The coefficient for "living
apart" is much larger than that for "living with others,” and equal to
that for "living arrangement" as shown in model 1. It seems that those
living apart from children suffer the most.

In model 3, three dummy variables are created to substitute for

"living arrangement.” They are "living alone, living with spouse, " and
“living with others." Code 1 is given to those living alone, living with
spouse, and living with others for the counterpart dummy variables.
Otherwise, they are given code 0. Again, the reference group for the
three dummy variables are those living with children. We find that all of
them have a significant effect on the elderly’s feeling towards living
arrangements. The coefficient for "living alone” is the smallest and
slightly smaller than that for "living apart" as shown in model 2. Or
those living alone suffer most. Although the coefficient for "living with

spouse” is greater than that for "living alone," its absolute size is larger

than the rest of the variables. So it is the second most important factor.
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In this paper, we have found that the elderly who live alone account
for 13.7% of the total sample. The proportion may decrease because the
effect of migration selectivity of the 1950’s is fading away. On the other
hand, the proportion living with their spouse may increase due to the
increase in life expectancy or the prolonged effect of migration selectivity
of the 1980’s. If these suspicions are true, we expect the proportion
satisfied with living arrangement for the elderly as a whole may increase

slightly, due to the differential reactions in terms of living arrangement.

VI. Conclusion

In this paper, conceptually we find that when the elderly are asked
about their response to their current living arrangements, their evaluation
is not limited to their housing needs. Rather, the criteria of evaluation
include those basic living needs such as economic security, health status,
and kin companionship. In the context of experiencing a drastic
structural change without a concomitant normative change, the elderly
are content with economic support from either their children or
themselves. However, mere co-residence with their children does not meet
the needs of the elderly. In general, they feel satisfied when they are
accompanied by both children and spouse, in good health, and with
economic security. Therefore, pension system and health insurance for
the elderly are critical to the welfare for the elderly.

In addition, we find that a substantial proportion of the elderly are
satisfied with living alone, or with their spouse. They are characterized
as being younger, better educated, male, in good health, and
economically independent. We feel that they belong to the more
modernized section of the society. We thus suppose this is the result of
modernization.

In the near future, living alone or with their spouse only remain the

most important and negative determinants for satisfaction with living
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arrangement. Still, the specific cultural situation for Taiwan may be
subject to change. The evidence regarding migration selectivity in the
1980s suggest that the proportion living with their spouse only will
increase and become the major component of the group who are
dissatisfied with their living arrangement. An alternative to promote
their welfare is to change their attitude toward living arrangement.
Studies to design effective educational program to change the attitude of
the elderly who have no choice but living with their spouse only are thus
badly needed.
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