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Crossing the Boundary of Ethnicity:
An Analysis of Ethnic Intermarriage
in Taiwan

Li-Hsueh WU" and Ruey-Ming TSAY

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to explore the factors that
affect the likelihood of ethnic intermarriage in Taiwan. While past
research has found individual characteristics and family back-
ground as the significant determinants of ethnic intermarriage,
little is known about the effects of mating process. To investigate
the determinants of ethnic intermarriage, this study adopts a
supply-side perspective of micro-level interaction opportunities. In
particular, this paper focuses on two aspects of mating process: the
contexts where a couple meets each other and the degree of
autonomy as one makes the decision of marriage. We also discuss
the effect of one’s education on the decision of marrying someone
from a different ethnic group. A national sampling dataset used in
the analysis come from the Fourth Wave of the Taiwan Social
Change Survey. The results indicate that marriage autonomy and
contact settings both have substantial effects in the formation of
ethnic intermarriage. Specifically, the contexts where a couple
meets each other, such as the schools where one attends, the
workplaces where one pursues his or her career, help enhance the
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odds of ethnic intermarriage. Moreover, the stronger the marriage
autonomy one has, the more likely for one to cross the ethnic
boundary. The analytic results remind us that we should refrain
from exaggerating the role of education in the ethnic intermarriage.
The findings also highlight the exclusiveness of higher education
and the advantage of Mainlanders. The results also support the
macro-structural approach that minority ethnic groups, such as
Hakka, tend to have greater opportunities of ethnic outmarriage.
We do not have abundant evidence to support the statement that
Mainlanders have a higher probability of outmarriage.

Key Words: Ethnic intermarriage, Assortative mating, Mating
process, Marriage
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